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Frederick Franklin Gilbert was a model wildlife educator, administrator and researcher across 
North America, and Canada in particular during his career. He was born in Toronto, Ontario in 
1941. Fred began his university career at the University of Toronto and finished his BSc at 
Acadia University. From there, he went on to complete his Master’s and PhD degrees at the 
University of Guelph. Upon graduation, Fred accepted a joint appointment as a Big Game Leader 
for the state of Maine, as well as a position in Forest Resources with the University of Maine.  
Soon after, he became an Assistant and then Associate Professor at Guelph University heavily 
involved with Humane Trap Research. He and his wife Diana worked together to develop 
humane trap standards, which allowed Canada to continue to trade in furs with the EU.  
 

In 1981, Fred moved his family to Idaho where he was hired as Full Professor and head 
of the Wildlife Biology program at Washington State University in Pullman just across the state 
line. There he served twice as Chair of the Faculty Senate and also as Interim Chair of Natural 
Resources. Fred co-authored a textbook, The Philosophy and Practice of Wildlife Management, 
which went to three editions. In 1992, Fred again moved some of his family to the brand new 
University of Northern British Columbia (UNBC), where he became founding Dean of the 
Faculty of Natural Resources and Environmental Studies. A significant accomplishment while 
there was to establish a co-managed research forest between the Tl’azt’en Nation and UNBC.  
After a short but impactful stay, Fred returned to the U.S., this time to become Vice Provost 
Academic at Colorado State University in 1997. On his first day there he became immediately 
involved with the remediation of the University’s library that was damaged by a flash flood.  

 



 

 

The following year, Fred became President of Lakehead University in Thunder Bay, 
Ontario. It was here that he remained until his retirement. As President, Fred had a number of 
notable accomplishments. Those related to research and biology were: 1) building the Advanced 
Technology and Academic Centre for additional classroom and research space with state-of-the 
art technology; 2) developing an internationally known DNA laboratory; 3) establishing the 
Northern Ontario School of Medicine together with Laurentian University; and 4) establishing 
the Orillia Campus of Lakehead University in direct connection with the local community and on 
land with LEED-certified buildings. Fred retired in 2010, and after an unsuccessful run for the 
Ontario Provincial Parliament, started a new career in organic farming in Nova Scotia. He died 
ten years after retirement on November 2, 2020.  


